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My Grandmother (3rd from left).  Me on my Aunty’s lap.
The early death of my peoples has been my incentive to make a difference.  
Only 3 in photograph are alive today with most passing in their 60s or earlier.

What I will cover

• Brief overview of Indigenous Australia

• Brief overview of the health status of Indigenous 

Australians

• Tackling Indigenous Smoking initiative 

• Snapshot of Cancers and Indigenous 

Australians
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The Indigenous population is projected to grow 
from around 670,000 in 2011 
to around 1,060,000 by 2031.
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AIHW Australian 

Health Status 

Report 2014 



5

Chronic disease risk factors - 2010 

Contributors to mortality gap

According to AHMAC*, over 2008 – 2012 the greatest contributors to 

the avoidable and preventable mortality gap were:

• 19 percent - ischaemic heart disease (22 percent of the gap);

• 18 per cent – cancer (14 percent of the gap); and

• 10 percent – diabetes (17 percent of the gap). 

• As a result, AHMAC report that the greatest opportunities to reduce 

avoidable mortality for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 

relate to:

• primary prevention (53 percent of avoidable deaths);

• secondary interventions (24 percent); and

• tertiary interventions (23 percent).                      *AHMAC p 74
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Male Female
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The campaign for health equality

OVERALL TARGET:

HEALTH STATUS EQUALITY 

WITHIN 25 YEARS

Targets and benchmarks as 

appropriate – access and 

infrastructure

SOCIAL AND CULTURAL 

DETERMINANTS:

http://humanrights.gov.au/our-work/aboriginal-

and-torres-strait-islander-social-

justice/projects/close-gap-indigenous-health

AIHW Australian 

Health Status 

Report 2014 
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AIHW Australian 

Health Status 

Report 2014 
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Smoking

Source: ABS Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health Survey 2012-13

*Data for non-Indigenous people are for 2011-12, from the Australian Health Survey 2011-13.
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What is Tackling Indigenous Smoking initiative?

• National Coordinator Tackling Indigenous Smoking

• National Best Practice Unit 

• Grants – 37 orgs funded (GRs) – national coverage

• Evaluation Framework
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

• Quit skills training

• Quitline enhancement

• Targeted projects – pregnant mothers, youth and 

remote

Priority Target areas

Smoke free workplaces, homes, public 
areas and cars

“ educating those who don’t smoke –
especially young people – about the 

benefits of not smoking”
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Targeted sports 

social media 

campaigns

24

Local social 

marketing 

campaigns
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National mainstream media campaigns

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Smoking

Source: ABS Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health Survey 2012-13
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2002 2008 2012-13

Current Smokers 52.3 44.7 40.3

Ex-smokers 18.1 21.1 22.5

Never smokers 29.7 34.1 37.2

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Smoking

Source: ABS Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health Survey 2012-13

Overall 

outcome 

2002 - 2013

12%

4.4%

7.5%

AIHW: Cancer 

in Aboriginal 

and Torres 

Strait Islander 

peoples of 

Australia 

An overview  

October 2013
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